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The winners of an EU pilot award scheme to promote culture
through technology and innovation were announced yesterday
during the EU Culture Forum in Brussels. Projects from across
Europe were honoured in the @diversity Awards
(https://www.at-diversity.eu/) and will now receive coaching
from the EU, before enjoying the opportunity to pitch their ideas

to investors.

The @diversity Idea Competition has been created in
order to discover as yet untested ideas that could

potentially shape the future of the cultural and creative sectors in
Europe if they have competitive business models built behind
them.

"It is a pilot project, but the purpose of it was to encourage people
to innovate for culture and we had a fantastic response to this --
about 250 entries, out of which we had to shortlist 50 of them,"
European commissioner for education, culture, multilingualism
and youth Androulla Vassiliou tells Wired.co.uk.

Make Culture winners

The winners are divided between four categories, the first of
which, Make Culture, includes two projects focusing on
transforming the experience of visiting an art gallery. SMartART
allows visitors to use their smartphone cameras to identify works
of art and pull up extra information about them. Sonic Paintings
(http://www.wired.co.uk/news/archive/2013-11/04/sonic-
paintings), on the other hand, sparks soundscapes for spectators
to listen to when they are standing in front of a painting in order
to provide them with a multi-sensory in-gallery experience.
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motiroti

The third winner in this category is a project called ReWalk
Europe from British company MotiRoti, which is in the business
of using digital tools to create alternative ways to explore cities.
ReWalk Europe will help tourists in European cities enjoy walking
tours created by local artists.

Spread Culture winners

The stand-out idea in the Spread Culture category is Wiki Rail, the
world's first interactive audiovisual guide for train passengers. It
is created by German production company Filmband, and will not
only provide passengers with real-time information about
Europe's busiest train routes, but also relay information about the
history, culture and monuments along the route through
multimedia.

"Up to now train rides were only a means to an end, as transport
from A to B," said Michael Hare Achim Berg of Filmband,
presenting the project on stage at the forum. Places will now be
"snatched from anonymity" to create a "cultural landscape" as
you travel, he added.
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StoryGuides

Slovenian project StoryGuides aim to show children the diversity
of European societies through an augmented-reality app that
relays local legends about European cities, while acting as a tour
guide.

HE/DE has been created to foster creativity in Spain during the
economic and social crisis the country is currently suffering. It's
an app based around the problem of abandoned furniture being
left on the streets of Spanish cities and it encourages citizens to
share, collect and refurbish the furniture as a fresh method of
innovation.
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HE/DE

The Yugo app provides a personalised suggestion of one cultural
event per day for users. The suggestion will be based on your
location and personal profile, and as you rate events over time,
suggestions will learn to adapt to your tastes.

Access Culture winners

Another UK endeavour is Poetrycloud, which is described by
Wingedchariot, the company that has created it, as a "literary
Instagram". Based on the Victorian tradition of gifting favourite
poems to loved ones, Poetrycloud will allow people to create
digital anthologies of their favourite verses.

The MuseoFabber project from Greece wants to make use of the
digital museum archives by providing public access to the 3D
printing blueprints for musuem artefacts across Europe.

One winner, Travelling Hospitals, hopes to help children in
hospitals by taking them on virtual trips around Europe. Twice a
month destinations will be proposed to the children and they will
pack their bags, go to a cultural event, meet artists and go
backstage.
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DEAF MAGAZINE ENGLISH SUBTITLES DEAF MAGAZINE

The final winner in the Acess Culture category is Deaf Magazine, a
proposal for a new multimedia publication aimed at the 80,000
people in Germany who consider German sign language to be
their first language.

Youth winner

The youth category of the competition is one Androulla Vassiliou
feels particularly strongly about. "The idea is to encourage the
young ones to be creative, to be innovative and to support them.
If we want to encourage the participation of young ones, we have
to support them because of their age," she says.

The prize was won by a project from the UK called Narrated Film
Downloads, which aims to open up access to the experience of
listening to narrated films or audio films to audiences beyond the
visually impaired, bringing them out of their niche and into daily
life.

Beyond the awards

Member of the competition jury Ghislaine Boddington said that
she was impressed by the "depth of content" in the winning
entries -- something, she adds, which is often missing in
proposals she encounters in the tech and cultural sectors. She
also praised the originality of the entries, saying that so often she
sees proposals for projects that are already being done by
someone somewhere else.

All of the winners will now receive training in areas of legal,
copyright, distribution, financing and on how to put together a
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business plan. From there they will have the opportunity to pitch
their projects to investors.

"The final stage will be when they will share their experiences
with others, in order to encourage others to do the same, to
innovate," says Vassiliou. "Because especially in young people
imagination is very rich, but they need encouragement. So by
sharing their experiences, the mistakes they made, the lessons
they have learnt, it's also an important part of our job, because
we don't want to support 12 people or 12 teams, but we want to
share it with others so we create a new culture for innovation."

This is just the first stage for @diversity, she adds and the EU will
continue to encourage innovation within creativity as core part of
its Creative Europe program
(http://ec.europa.eu/culture/creative-europe/documents/general-
presentation_en.pdf).

"This will certainly not be a one-off project, because we see the
advantages -- the people who participated will have a
tremendous experience during this time, but of course we don't
finish today -- today is just a presentation of the ideas that came
forward."
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